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This report is an update of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s (AAFC) July outlook for crop years 

2015-16 and 2016-17. For most crops in Canada, the 2016-17 crop year started on August 1 and ended on 

July 31, although for corn and soybeans, it starts on September 1 and ends on August 31.  

 

For 2015-16, carry-out stocks (year-end inventories) for all principal field crops are currentlyforecast by 

AAFC to fall 10.5 Mt, about 27 percent lower than last year. The final estimates for the disposition of most 

of the 2015-16 crops will be released by Statistics Canada in its report on Stocks of Principal Field Crops on 

September 7, 2016.  

 

For 2016-17, the outlook incorporates information presented in Statistics Canada’s August 23, 2016, report 

on Production of Principal Field crops which was based on a survey of  13,100 Canadian farms, conducted 

from July 21 to August 4, 2016. There has been a major change in the mix of crops seeded compared to last 

year. A significant increase in the area seeded to Pulses and Special Crops (P&SC) has more-than offset the 

decrease in the area seeded to Grains and Oilseeds (G&O). The production of all field crops is estimated at 

87.1 million tonnes in 2016, an increase of about 4 per cent from 2015 and 6 per cent higher than the average 

of the five-year period 2011-2015. However, it is about 11 per cent lower than the record production of 

2013. The production of wheat, barley, peas and lentils are estimated to increase in 2016, while the 

production of canola, soybeans, corn for grain and oats are anticipated to decline. Extremely dry weather 

conditions in some parts of the country, and very wet conditions in others,  have played a significant role in 

the production estimates. 

  

The total production of G&O is expected to increase slightly as higher yields more offset the decrease in area 

seeded. The total production of P&SC is forecast to increase significantly due to higher area seeded and 

higher yields. Despite the increase in total crop production, total crop supply is forecast to decrease 

marginally, mainly due to lower carry-in stocks from the previous crop year. Carry-out stocks of all field 

crops in Canada are expected to increase slightly to about 11.5 Mt, well-below the 10-year average.  
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Wheat 
 

Durum  

For 2015-16, exports are estimated to fall by 13% from 

2014-15 to 4.5 million tonnes (Mt) due to very low 

supplies of good quality durum at the beginning of the 

crop year, lower Canadian supply, and lower demand 

from north Africa, the EU and the US resulting from 

higher domestic production in these countries. Carry-out 

stocks are forecast to rise by 5% to 1 Mt, which is 28% 

lower than the past five-year average of 1.39 Mt. The 

average producer price in Canada for the crop year was 

lower than it was for 2014-15 due to a recovery in US 

and world durum production from the low 2014-15 level 

and a return to near normal quality for Canada. These 

factors more than offset support from the lower Canadian 

supply and the weaker Canadian dollar.  

 

For 2016-17, the area seeded in Canada increased by 

5% from 2015-16 due to relatively high prices in 

2015-16 and a significant price premium for durum 

relative to hard red spring wheat. Saskatchewan accounts 

for 82% of the seeded area and Alberta for 18 %. 

Production is estimated to rise by 26% to 6.8 Mt as the 

increase in area is compounded by significantly higher 

yields than the drought reduced yields of 2015-16. 

Supply is estimated to increase by 23%. Exports are 

forecast to increase by 11% because of higher Canadian 

supply and lower production in Morocco, Algeria and 

Turkey. Carry-out stocks are forecast to rise by 70% to 

1.7 Mt.  

 

World durum production is forecast to fall by 0.7 

Mt from 2015-16 to 38.4 Mt, while supply increases by 

1.3 Mt to 46.7 Mt because of higher carry-in stocks. Use 

is expected to rise by 0.9 Mt to 37.9 Mt and carry-out 

stocks are forecast to rise by 0.5 Mt to 8.8 Mt. US durum 

production is estimated to rise by 0.26 Mt to 2.5 Mt. 

 

The average Canadian producer price for the crop year is 

forecast to be lower than for 2015-16 due to the higher 

Canadian and world supply and the forecast for a 

stronger Canadian dollar.  

 

Wheat (excluding durum)  

For 2015-16, exports are estimated to fall by 8% from 

2014-15 to 17.3 Mt because of the lower supply. Carry-

out stocks are forecast to decrease by 48% to 3.2 Mt, 

45% lower than the past five-year average of 5.8 Mt. The 

average crop year producer price in Canada for wheat 

was higher than for 2014-15 because of the lower 

Canadian supply and the weaker Canadian dollar. 

 

For 2016-17, area seeded in Canada decreased by 7%,  

with a 22% increase for winter wheat being more than 

offset by a 9% decline for spring wheat. The decline for 

spring wheat reflects a shift to durum and pulses.  

 

Production is estimated to increase by 7% to 23.7 Mt 

because of higher yields. Supply is estimated to fall by 

5% as the rise in production is more than offset by lower 

carry-in stocks. Exports are forecast to fall by 8% to  

Canada: Principal Field Crops Supply and Disposition

Area 

Seeded

Area 

Harvested Yield Production Imports

Total 

Supply Exports

Total 

Domestic

 Use

Carry-out 

Stocks

t/ha

Total Grains And Oilseeds

2014-2015 26,057 25,086 2.98 74,708 2,321 95,428 42,908 39,212 13,308

2015-2016f 26,323 25,358 3.06 77,596 2,095 93,000 42,497 40,326 10,176

2016-2017f 25,465 24,564 3.20 78,485 1,974 90,635 40,369 40,286 9,980

Total Pulse And Special Crops

2014-2015 3,418 3,329 1.98 6,584 168 8,077 5,982 831 1,264

2015-2016f 3,557 3,514 1.78 6,257 149 7,670 5,755 1,470 445

2016-2017f 4,623 4,385 1.97 8,657 163 9,265 6,480 1,280 1,505

All Principal Field Crops

2014-2015 29,475 28,415 2.86 81,292 2,490 103,505 48,890 40,043 14,572

2015-2016f 29,880 28,872 2.90 83,853 2,244 100,669 48,252 41,796 10,621

2016-2017f 30,088 28,949 3.01 87,142 2,137 99,900 46,849 41,566 11,485

Source: Statistics Canada (STC),  f: forecast by AAFC except for area, yield and production for 2015-16 and 2016-17 w hich are STC. 

 

--------  thousand hectares ----------------------------------------------  thousand tonnes --------------------------------------
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16 Mt because of the lower supply. Carry-out stocks are 

forecast to fall by 6% to 3 Mt. 

 

Canada: Wheat Production  

 2015-16 2016-17 

 thousand tonnes 

Western Spring 19,450 19,797 

Western Winter 849 912 

Western Total 20,299 20,709 

   

Eastern Winter 1,394 2,522 

Eastern Spring 512 449 

Eastern Total  1,906 2,971 

   

Canada Spring  19,962 20,246 

Canada Winter 2,243 3,434 

Canada Total 22,205 23,680 

Source: Statistics Canada  

 

World all wheat (including durum) production is forecast 

to increase by 8 Mt to 743 Mt. Supply is forecast to rise 

by 34 Mt to 985 Mt. Total use is expected to increase by 

24 Mt to 733 Mt. Carry-out stocks are forecast to rise by 

11 Mt to 253 Mt. 

 

The area seeded to wheat in the US fell by 7% from 

2015-16. Production is estimated to increase by 7.3 Mt to 

63.2 Mt, with a 27% increase for hard red winter and 

white wheat, a 4% increase for soft red winter wheat and 

a 6% decrease for hard red spring wheat. Supply is 

estimated to rise by 13.6 Mt to 93Mt. Domestic use is 

expected to rise by 5.6 Mt and exports are forecast to rise 

by 4.8 Mt. Carry-out stocks are forecast to increase by 

3.2 Mt to 29.9 Mt. 

 

The average crop year producer price in Canada for 

wheat is forecast to decrease from 2015-16 because 

support from the lower Canadian supply is expected to be 

more than offset by the higher US and world supply and 

the forecast for a stronger Canadian dollar.  

 

Stan Skrypetz: Wheat Analyst  

stan.skrypetz@agr.gc.ca 
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Coarse grains 

 

Barley 

For 2015-16, total domestic use is forecast to increase by 

11% to 6.1 million tonnes (Mt), slightly lower than the 

previous five-year average. The modest increase has been 

a function of increased feeding while food and industrial 

use remains unchanged. Exports are forecast to decrease 

by 18% due to lower world feed barley trade and trend 

malt barley demand. Barley carry-out stocks are forecast 

to increase by 15% to 1.4 Mt which is slightly higher 

than the previous five-year average. The Lethbridge cash 

feed barley price increased 4% from 2014-15 due to the 

below average total supply, good domestic feed barley 

demand and trend demand for malt quality barley.  

 

For 2016-17, production is estimated to increase 6% to 

8.7 Mt due to higher yields, despite lower area harvested. 

Higher carry-in stocks, along with the production 

increase, will allow total supply to increase by 7%. 

Total domestic use is forecast to increase by 4% due to 

higher feed use in cattle and hog production. Exports are 

forecast to increase slightly by 4% due to lower barley 

world supplies and continuing good malt barley demand. 

Barley carry-out stocks are forecast to increase by 21% to 

1.7 Mt, slightly above the previous 10-year average. The 

Lethbridge cash feed barley price is forecast to decrease 

from 2015-16 due to the higher supplies and lower US 

corn prices.  

 

The average Canadian barley yield is the second highest 

all-time Canadian total average barley yield, with only 

the record year of 2013-14 registering higher. The early 

dry conditions on the Prairie Provinces were replaced 

with ample moisture and allowed for the excellent yields. 

However, barley production was variable in the western 

provinces with British Columbia and Manitoba having 

lower production, while the two largest barley producing 

provinces, Alberta and Saskatchewan, had year-to-year 

increases of 5 and 14%, respectively. In eastern Canada, 

barley area and production continue to decline in favour 

of corn despite good demand and prices for malt barley 

in the growing craft brewing industry. While Alberta 

continues its slow decline in barley area and production, 

down 9 and 3%, respectively, from the previous five-year 

average, Saskatchewan is on the upswing for area and 

production, up 6 and 24%, respectively, from the 

previous five-year average.  

 

Corn 

For 2015-16, total domestic usage is forecast to increase 

1% due to slightly lower feed use but higher industrial 

uses. Exports are forecast to nearly quadruple  to 1.5 Mt 

which is well above the previous five-year average. The 

higher export number is due to the soft Canadian dollar 

making Canadian corn more price competitive. Carry-out 

stocks are forecast to increase by 39% to 2.0 Mt, near the 

all-time record. The Chatham corn price is forecast to 

increase from 2014-15 due to the flat year-to-year US 

corn future’s price and the soft Canadian dollar. 

 

For 2016-17, production is forecast to decrease 9% to 

12.3 Mt; the slightly higher area was more than offset by 

the lower total average yield, slightly below the previous 

five-year average. With carry-in stocks at the near record 

level of 2.0 Mt, imports are forecasted to be lower by 7% 

the domestic supply will decline. Despite the high carry-

in stocks, lower production and near stable imports will 

cause forecasted total supply to decrease 5%. Total 

domestic usage is forecast to increase slightly by 3%  due 

to trend increases in ethanol production, industrial use 

and livestock feeding. Exports are forecast to decrease to 

1.0 Mt due to the lower supply, strong competition from 

the major corn exporting countries and a slightly stronger 

Canadian dollar. Carry-out stocks are forecast to decrease 

by 33% to 1.3 Mt, below the previous five and ten-year 

averages. The Chatham corn price is forecast to decrease 

from 2015-16 due to the ample supplies, a softer US corn 

future’s price and the strengthening Canadian dollar.  

 

The average Canadian corn yield is estimated to be below 

average, 9% and 1% lower than 2015-16 and the 

previous five-year average, respectively. Due to the late 

spring start and dry growing conditions, yields in Ontario 

and Quebec were 10% and 7% lower than last crop year. 

In western Canada, Manitoba’s production is estimated to 

be 19% higher than 2015-16 however, this is due to a 

sharp area increase as its average yield was 9% lower 

than last year. For Manitoba, it was wet summer 

conditions due to strong storm activity that was the 

limiting factor.  

 

The main market driver for the 2016-17 crop year is the 

USDA projection for an all-time record US corn crop. If 

realized, the US corn crop will achieve all-time records 

in yield, production, total supply and usage. US corn 

ending stocks will grow by 16% from 2015-16 and, 

although these will not be at record levels, they will be at 

a 29-year high. The US corn farm gate price is projected 

to be at its lowest level in 11 years, declining to US 

$3.15/bushel (bu) for 2016-17. Considering such a 

burdensome crop the US corn market will be looking at 

multi-year recovery. To put this into perspective, if the 

2017-18 US corn area was similar to 2016-17, a US corn 

yield of below 159 bushels/acre would be required just to 

get ending stocks below 2 bln bu. This would allow some 
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price appreciation. However, US corn at $4/bu is still a 

long way off. It would take a major drought in the US 

Corn Belt in future years to achieve any sort of 

meaningful corn price increase.  

 

Oats 

For 2015-16, total domestic usage is forecast to decrease 

by 2% due to lower feed use and flat food use. Exports 

are forecast to decrease by 1% due to higher 2015-16 US 

oat stocks and production, although record Canadian oat 

product exports limited the overall decline. Carry-out 

stocks are forecast to increase 17% to 0.8 Mt due to the 

higher total supply and lower exports. US oat futures 

prices per bushel decreased by 29% for 2015-16 due to 

the higher North American oat supplies; the weaker 

Canadian dollar offset the effect in Canada.  

 

For 2016-17, production is forecast to decrease 12% due 

to a smaller seeded and harvested area and average 

yields. Although higher carry-in stocks are offsetting 

some of the area and production decline, total supply is 

forecast to decrease by 7%. Total domestic usage is 

forecast to decrease by 4% due to a decrease in oats for 

feed and flat human consumption. Exports are forecast to 

increase by 3% due to lower 2016 US oat production. 

Carry-out stocks are forecast to decrease 40% to 0.48 Mt 

due to the lower supply and trend total disappearance 

levels. The Canadian oat price is forecast to decrease due 

to the forecasted lower US oat futures price and stronger 

Canadian dollar.  

 

The average Canadian oat yield is estimated to be similar 

to that of last crop year and the previous three-year 

average; however,  it was higher by 4 and 12% than the 

previous five and 10-year averages, respectively. On the 

Canadian prairies, yields improved the further west you 

went; Manitoba being below average, Saskatchewan 

about average and Alberta above average. Despite a 

sharp decline in area and average yields for 2016-17, 

Saskatchewan remains at the top of Canadian oat 

production accounting for 51% of total production. In 

2015-16, eastern Canada had achieved sharp increases in 

oat area and production, however, this was reversed in 

2016-17 as area and production dropped by 30% in 

favour of corn, soybeans and wheat.  

 

 

 

 

 

Rye 

For 2015-16, total domestic use is forecast to decrease 

2% due to lower feed use and only slightly higher 

industrial use. Exports are forecast to increase by 12% 

due to continuing strong export demand. Rye carry-out 

stocks are forecast to decrease by 5% to 0.04 Mt, this is 

slightly below the previous five-year average. Canadian 

rye prices increased slightly from 2014-15 as market 

conditions remained stable. 

  

For 2016-17, production is forecast to increase sharply 

due to the higher seeded area, average abandonment and 

an all-time record yield. Despite slightly lower carry-in 

stocks the much higher production will allow forecasted 

total supply to increase sharply by 58% to 0.42 Mt or 

higher than the previous five and 10-year averages. Total 

domestic use is forecast to decrease 2% due to lower feed 

use and a trend increase to industrial use. Exports are 

forecast to nearly double due to the higher total supply 

and strong export demand. Rye carry-out stocks are 

forecast to increase by 50% to 0.06 Mt or above the 

previous five-year average. The strong demand outlook 

should allow for Canadian rye prices to decrease only 

slightly from 2015-16, but it will be unable to escape the 

decline in US corn and overall coarse grain prices. 

 

The average Canadian rye yield is estimated to be a new 

all-time record due to the favour able growing conditions 

for fall seeded crops on the Canadian prairies. Rye was 

able to achieve its highest production in 10 years, 

strongly reversing a multi-year decline, and coming in 

42% higher than the previous 10-year average. For 2016-

17, the sharp increase in Canadian rye production is 

being mirrored in the US and, if realized, will 

dramatically increase the North American rye grain 

supply, which essentially could double. However, North 

American rye grain demand for the distilling and brewing 

industries remains strong and the main effect may 

continue to be good values and at least a near-term 

reversal of relying on the northern EU countries for 

importable rye supplies. Looking forward to the 2017-18 

crop year, the western Prairie region has ample ground 

moisture supplies so the potential fall rye area will be 

determined by the rate of the current harvest and the 

number of hectares available for seeding in the last half 

of August and first half of September.  

 

John Pauch: Coarse Grains Analyst 

John.Pauch@agr.gc.ca 
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Oilseeds 
 
Canola 

For 2015-16, based on preliminary estimates Canada 

exported a record quantity of canola with the largest 

customers being China, Japan, Mexico and Pakistan. The 

United Arab Emirates and the United States were also 

major customers. Canada also set a new crush record for 

canola as a recently expanded industry took advantage of 

large domestic supplies and strong demand for canola oil 

and canola meal. A preliminary estimate puts carry-out 

stocks at slightly under 1.0 Mt but may be revised as end 

of crop year information becomes available. Canola 

prices, a simple average of cash prices, track Vancouver, 

averaged $509/t for 2015-16. 

 

For 2016-17,  harvested area is estimated at 8.0 million 

hectares and canola production is estimated at 17.0 Mt, 

up from the July forecast of 15.9 Mt. This marks a record 

high pre-harvest estimate for canola production. In 

general, canola growing conditions are good across 

Canada with some excessive late summer moisture 

tempering previous yield expectations which were based 

on warmer than normal temperatures . 

 

Compared to last year, canola supplies are forecast to fall 

by 1.5 Mt or 9% as a sharp drop in carry-in stocks offsets 

the expected stable production and import estimates. 

However, heavy pre-harvest deliveries of canola from 

farms to primary elevators signals a possible upward 

revision in 2015-16 carry-out stocks, which will raise 

supply estimates for 2016-17. The pace of use for canola 

is expected to be constrained by tight domestic supplies 

for 2016-17,  with both exports and crush off of last 

year’s pace despite steady to strong demand for Canadian 

canola and canola products. Carry-out stocks are forecast 

to finish 2016-17 on a tight note while prices decline 

slightly under pressure from burdensome world supplies 

of soyoil and palm oil. 

 

The main factors to watch include: (1) harvest progress 

across western Canada which is largely dependent on dry 

weather, (2) possible currency fluctuations for the 

Canadian dollar, (3) on-going negotiations with China,  

(4) the strength of Chinese, Middle East and European 

demand for canola and (5) the Australian crop situation. 

 

Flaxseed 

For 2015-16, exports declined sharply from last year’s 

levels due to a drop off in Chinese buying; the 

preliminary estimates do not include total exports to the 

US. This may result in the export estimate being revised 

upward as the data becomes available. As a result of the 

fall in shipments out of the country, carry-out stocks are 

expected to rise by nearly five-fold for 2015-16, to 

slightly under 0.5 Mt.  Flaxseed prices fell sharply from 

2014-15, to $449/t under pressure from reduced export 

buying and increased world supplies.  Price losses were 

limited by measured farmer selling and support from the 

devalued Canadian dollar versus the US. 

 

For 2016-17, Statistics Canada reaffirmed earlier survey 

estimates of a sharply lower seeded and harvested area 

for flaxseed, which remain unchanged from the seeded 

area survey. The flaxseed production estimate is down 

sharply from last year at slightly under 0.6 Mt. This 

results in a slight buildup in domestic supplies as the 

impact of lower production is not enough to offset the 

sharp rise in carry-in stocks. Imports are forecast to 

remain stable at minimal levels. Exports are tentatively 

forecast to recover to previous levels on a recovery in 

Chinese demand and lower Kazakhstan and Russian 

supplies. Total domestic use is expected to remain a 

small component of flaxseed demand with most of the 

crop consumed as feed, waste and dockage. Despite 

forecasted large carry-out stocks, flaxseed prices are 

forecast to decline only moderately, to $410-450/t with 

farmers expected to maintain their pricing discipline. The 

major factors to watch are Canadian harvest progress, 

strength of Chinese and European buying and Black Sea 

region production. 

 

Soybeans 

For 2015-16, soybean exports are forecast at a record 

4.2 Mt, versus 3.8 Mt in 2014-15. The export pace is 

supported by the weakness of the Canadian dollar against 

the US dollar and the wide basis which gave Canadian 

soybeans a price advantage in world markets. Canada is 

expected to set a new soybean crush record, at 1.9 Mt, up 

from 1.8 Mt in 2014-15, on a combination of expanded 

processing capacity, large available supplies and 

favourable crush margins. Projected carry-out stocks are 

estimated at 0.3 Mt and largely reflect commercial stocks 

of soybeans in transit. The price is forecast at $440/t, up 

$32/t from last year on support from the late crop year 

rally in world soybean prices.  

 

For 2016-17, planted area is forecast at 2.2 million 

hectares, unchanged from the seeded area survey, but up 

slightly from last year due to the expansion in area in 

western Canada. Soybean production is estimated at  

5.8 Mt on slightly better than expected growing 

conditions across Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Hot and 

dry growing conditions across the eastern Canadian 

provinces of Ontario and Quebec may pressure yields 

from the levels expected when the survey was conducted.  
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Based on the estimate for lower production, supplies are 

forecast to fall by over 0.5 Mt as a draw down in carry-in 

stocks supplement the fall in output. Domestic crush is 

forecast to decline slightly to historically normal levels 

under pressure from expected burdensome world soyoil 

and soymeal supplies. The export forecast was raised 

slightly from the last S&D release, but is expected to fall 

from last year’s levels on tighter domestic supplies. 

Carry-out stocks are expected to remain unchanged at 

0.335 Mt. Soybean prices are forecast to increase from 

last year to $460 to $500/t. The world outlook for 

soybean markets weakened over mid to late summer on 

good US soybean growing conditions. The US soybean 

crop has consistently rated more than 70% good to 

excellent throughout the summer, the USDA is 

forecasting a crop in excess of 4.0 billion bushels, setting 

a new record. South American production is forecast to 

remain near last year’s level. This increase in world 

supplies is forecast to be largely offset by a 12 Mt 

increase in world soybean crush. The largest rise in usage 

is forecast to occur in China, with processing also 

expected to increase in India and Egypt. 

 

Looking forward, the main factors to watch are: (1) the 

speed of the US soybean crop maturation and harvest 

progress, (2) the possibility of more crop-damaging US 

storms, (3) the strength of USDA reports on new crop 

sales and export inspections, (4) Chinese buying demand 

and (5) South American logistics issues and planting 

intentions.  

 

Chris Beckman: Oilseed Analyst 

Chris.Beckman@agr.gc.ca 
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Pulses and Special Crops 

 

Dry Peas 

For 2015-16, exports were 9% lower than the 2014-15 

level at 2.8 Mt. Near record exports to India and higher 

shipments to China were offset by decreased exports to 

Bangladesh, the US and the EU-27. Carry-out stocks in 

Canada decreased as a result of stronger domestic use. 

The average dry pea price was higher than 2014-15, due 

to the lower carry-out stocks in 2015-16. The crop year 

average price of yellow peas reached record levels in 

2015-16, while green and feed pea prices were higher 

compared to the previous year. 

 

For 2016-17, Canadian dry pea production in Canada is 

estimated by Statistics Canada (STC) to rise by 44% 

from 2015-16, to a record 4.6 Mt. This is largely due to a 

combination of a sharp rise in yields and a 15% increase 

in harvested area. Saskatchewan is estimated to account 

for 47% of the dry pea production, Alberta 48%, with the 

remainder of the production in Manitoba and British 

Columbia. However, supply is forecast to rise by only 

24% to 4.8 Mt due to the lower carry-in stocks. Exports 

are forecast to increase to a record 3.2 Mt, with India, 

China and Bangladesh continuing to be Canada’s top 

markets. Carry-out stocks are also forecast to increase 

sharply. The average price is expected to fall from 2015-

16, due to larger supply and carry-out stocks in Canada. 

 

In the US, area seeded to dry peas for 2016-17 is forecast 

by USDA to rise by 11% from 2015-16, to a record 1.3 

million acres. This is largely due to an expected rise in 

area in North Dakota. Assuming normal yields and 

abandonment, US dry pea production is forecast by 

AAFC to rise sharply to a record 1.0 Mt. The US has 

been successful in exporting small amounts of dry peas 

to common Canadian exports markets in China and India 

and it is expected the US will expand its market share in 

2016-17. 

 

Lentils 

For 2015-16, lentil exports reached a record 2.2 Mt, up 

marginally from the previous year. Of this total, 1.6 Mt 

were red lentil types with the remaining 0.6 Mt 

consisting of the green lentil types. The main markets 

were India, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, the EU 

and South America. Total domestic use was higher than 

2014-15 at 0.4 Mt. Carry-out stocks decreased to the 

lowest levels since 2009-10. The average Canadian lentil 

price was significantly higher than in 2014-15 as carry-

out stocks tightened sharply due the record export 

demand. Record red lentil prices maintained a record 

crop year premium over record large green lentil prices.  

 

For 2016-17, lentil production is estimated by STC to 

rise by 36% to 3.2 Mt, the largest Canadian lentil crop on 

record. 

 

Higher than average abandonment due to excessive 

moisture, particularly in southwest Saskatchewan, has 

partly offset the record seeded area. There was a 48% rise 

in seeded area from 2015-16, with the majority of the 

increase in red lentil types. By province, Saskatchewan is 

expected to account for 87% of the lentil production, 

with the remainder in Alberta. Supply, however, is 

forecast to increase by only 24% due to lower carry-in 

stocks. Exports are forecast to rise to a record 2.6 Mt. 

Carry-out stocks are forecast to increase to 475 kt. The 

average price is forecast to be lower than 2015-16 due to 

higher carry-out stocks and expectations for below 

average quality. 

 

In the US, the area seeded to lentils for 2016-17 is 

forecast by the USDA to more than double to a record 

0.9 million acres from 2015-16, due to record area seeded 

in Montana and North Dakota. Assuming normal yields 

and abandonment, 2016-17 US lentil production is 

therefore forecast by AAFC at a record of nearly 0.5 Mt, 

more than double this past year. The main US export 

markets for lentils are expected to continue to be India 

and the EU. 

 

Dry Beans 

For 2015-16, dry bean exports were marginally higher 

than 2014-15 despite the similar Canadian supply. The 

US and the EU remained the main markets for Canadian 

dry beans, with smaller volumes exported to Japan, 

Mexico, the Middle East and Africa. Larger North 

American supply provided the majority of the pressure 

for the sharp fall in US and Canadian dry bean prices in 

2015-16, with colored bean prices most expected. This 

was offset by white pea and pinto type prices, which 

were largely unchanged. 

 

For 2016-17, Canadian production is forecast to increase 

marginally to 0.26 Mt, as a rise in seeded area is expected 

to be offset by lower yields, particularly in Manitoba. By 

province, Ontario is expected to account for 45% of the 

dry bean production, Manitoba 33%, Alberta 21%, with 

the remainder in Quebec. Supply, however, is expected to 

decrease, due to lower carry-in stocks. Exports are 

forecast to fall slightly from the previous year. Canada is 

expected to continue to maintain its market share in the 

US, Europe and Japan. As a result, carry-out stocks are 

also expected to remain unchanged. The average 



 

Page 9 of 10 

Canadian dry bean price is forecast to increase due to 

lower expected supply in North America.  

 

In the US, area seeded to dry beans is forecast by the 

USDA to fall by 10% to 1.4 mln acres, largely due to 

lower area seeded in Michigan and Minnesota. Total US 

dry bean production for 2016-17 (excluding chickpeas) is 

forecast by the USDA at 1.1 Mt, down 9% from 2015-16. 

The largest decrease is expected to be the black bean 

types and most of the colored bean types. 

 

Chickpeas 

For 2015-16, Canadian chickpea exports nearly doubled 

from the previous year to 150 kt, the largest export total 

since 2000-01. Record exports to the US and Pakistan, 

combined with increased demand from the EU, India and 

the Middle East via Turkey were behind the rise in 

exports. As a result of the lower supply, combined with a 

rise in exports, carry-out stocks fell sharply, well below 

the five-year average. The average price increased to near 

record levels, due to the strong export demand. 

 

For 2016-17, production is forecast to rise 27% to 114 kt, 

due to similar yields and a sharp increase in area. By 

province, Saskatchewan is expected to account for 94% 

of the chickpea production, with the remainder in 

Alberta. Supply, however, is forecast to fall sharply from 

last year, by some 40% due to lower carry-in stocks. 

Exports are forecast to be fall from 2015-16, and carry-

out stocks are also expected to continue to decline. The 

average price is forecast to decrease due to expectations 

for increased world chickpea supply in the last half of the 

2016-17 crop year. 

 

US chickpea area for 2016-17 is forecast by the USDA at 

a record 0.32 mln acres, up 55% from the previous year. 

Assuming normal yields and abandonment, 2016-17 US 

chickpea production is therefore forecast by AAFC at a 

record 0.2 Mt, up 80% from last year. 

 

Mustard Seed 

For 2015-16, Canadian mustard exports fell to 115 kt, 

down from the previous year due to lower export demand 

from the EU. Carry-out stocks fell due to the sharply 

lower supply. Prices rose to record levels for yellow and 

oriental mustard seed types and near record levels for 

brown mustard seed types. This is largely due to support 

from the tight Canadian domestic stocks.  

 

For 2016-17, production is estimated at 251 kt, more than 

double that of last year on a sharp rise in seeded area and 

expectations for near record yields. Supply is expected to 

rise by 60%, to 0.26 Mt, as lower carry-in stocks 

moderate the rise in output. Exports are expected to rise 

to 125 kt, with the US and the EU being the main 

markets for Canadian mustard seed. As a result, carry-out 

stocks are forecast to rise sharply. The average price is 

forecast to fall from 2015-16 to a range of $730-760/t. 

 

Canary Seed 

For 2015-16, exports fell from the previous year to 145 

kt. Decreased Mexican and South American demand was 

only partially offset by higher EU demand. The average 

price increased as Canadian carry-out stocks tightened. 

 

For 2016-17, production is estimated at 139 kt, down 7% 

from last year. A sharp fall in area was offset by an 

increase in the yield estimate. Supplies are forecast to 

decrease. Exports are forecast to decrease from 2015-16 

due to the limited supply, with the EU and Mexico 

continuing to be the main markets, followed by the US. 

The average price is forecast to decrease from 2015-16. 

 

Sunflower Seed 

For 2015-16, sunflower seed exports decreased to 30 kt 

due to decreased demand from the US. Consequently, 

carry-out stocks rose. The average Canadian price for 

sunflower seed decreased from the previous year as 

higher oilseed prices were more than offset by lower 

prices for confectionery types.  

 

For 2016-17, production is estimated at 54 kt down 26% 

from last year, on a sharp decrease in seeded area albeit 

with higher yields. Sunflower area decreased by 32% 

from 2015-16, to 28 kha. Yields are estimated at 1.95 

t/ha vs 1.89 t/ha last year. Exports are forecast to rise to 

45 kt due to larger exportable supply. The US remains 

Canada’s main export markets for sunflower seed, with 

small amounts moving to the Middle East and South 

America. Carry-out stocks are forecast to fall to 15 kt. As 

a result, sunflower seed prices are forecast to rise to 

$550-580/t, as higher oilseed prices more than offset 

lower prices for confectionery seed.  

 

For 2016-17, US sunflower seed area is forecast by the 

USDA at 1.65 mln acres, down 11% from 2015-16 due to 

lower area in South Dakota. North Dakota seeded area is 

forecast to rise marginally. These are the two largest 

sunflower seed growing states. The area seeded to oil 

type varieties is expected to fall to 1.43 mln acres and the 

area seeded to confectionery type varieties is forecast to 

fall significantly to 0.22 mln acres. Assuming normal 

yields and abandonment, 2016-17 US sunflower seed 

production is forecast by AAFC to fall by 20% to 1.1 Mt.  

 

For 2016-17, global supply of sunflower seed is 

estimated by the USDA at 46.3 Mt, the second highest on 

record and 6% higher than last year. This is due to record 
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expected production in Ukraine and Russia along with a 

large EU crop. World exports are expected to fall by 

15%, but domestic use is expected to rise by 6% to 

record levels. As a result, world carry-out stocks are 

expected to fall to 1.5 Mt, the lowest since 1998-99 and 

support world sunflower seed prices. 

 

 

 

 

Bobby Morgan: Pulse and Special Crop Analyst 

Bobby.Morgan@agr.gc.ca 

 

 

mailto:Bobby.Morgan@agr.gc.ca


CANADA: GRAINS AND OILSEEDS SUPPLY AND DISPOSITION

Grain and 

Crop Year (a)

Area 

Seeded

Area 

Harvested Yield Production

Imports 

(b)

Total 

Supply

Exports 

(c)

Food & 

Industrial 

Use (d)

Feed, 

Waste & 

Dockage

Total 

Domestic 

Use (e)

Carry-out 

Stocks

Average 

 Price 

(g)

t/ha $/t

Durum

2014-2015 1,922 1,886 2.75 5,193 8 6,940 5,174 200 381 809 956 310

2015-2016f 2,355 2,327 2.32 5,389 12 6,357 4,500 215 404 857 1,000 290

2016-2017f 2,469 2,430 2.80 6,807 5 7,812 5,200 220 454 912 1,700 235-265

Wheat (excluding durum)

2014-2015 7,869 7,594 3.19 24,227 80 32,972 18,774 3,345 3,976 8,086 6,112 210

2015-2016f 7,445 7,250 3.06 22,205 85 28,402 17,300 3,420 3,741 7,902 3,200 225

2016-2017f 6,937 6,831 3.47 23,680 90 26,970 16,000 3,450 3,764 7,970 3,000 205-235

All Wheat

2014-2015 9,791 9,480 3.10 29,420 87 39,912 23,949 3,546 4,357 8,895 7,068

2015-2016f 9,800 9,577 2.88 27,594 97 34,759 21,800 3,635 4,145 8,759 4,200

2016-2017f 9,406 9,261 3.29 30,487 95 34,782 21,200 3,670 4,218 8,882 4,700

Barley

2014-2015 2,380 2,136 3.33 7,119 136 9,205 2,462 467 5,059 5,526 1,217 201

2015-2016f 2,641 2,354 3.50 8,226 120 9,563 2,025 469 5,669 6,138 1,400 209

2016-2017f 2,584 2,337 3.72 8,704 100 10,204 2,100 471 5,933 6,404 1,700 155-185

Corn

2014-2015 1,246 1,227 9.36 11,487 1,660 14,747 416 5,374 7,555 12,929 1,402 172

2015-2016f 1,325 1,312 10.34 13,559 1,500 16,461 1,500 5,465 7,546 13,011 1,950 170-190

2016-2017f 1,347 1,318 9.37 12,349 1,400 15,699 1,000 5,516 7,883 13,399 1,300 145-175

Oats

2014-2015 1,132 912 3.27 2,979 19 4,052 2,321 164 887 1,051 681 241

2015-2016f 1,350 1,055 3.25 3,428 18 4,127 2,300 166 861 1,027 800 193

2016-2017f 1,158 927 3.26 3,018 19 3,837 2,375 166 821 987 475 155-185

Rye

2014-2015 113 82 2.65 218 0 262 88 51 81 132 42 217

2015-2016f 120 95 2.39 226 0 268 98 54 76 130 40 221

2016-2017f 164 131 2.92 382 0 422 194 57 91 148 80 195-225

Mixed Grains

2014-2015 96 50 3.11 155 0 155 0 0 155 155 0

2015-2016f 100 52 3.00 156 0 156 0 0 156 156 0

2016-2017f 117 43 2.75 118 0 118 0 0 118 118 0

Total Coarse Grains 

2014-2015 4,966 4,407 4.98 21,957 1,815 28,421 5,286 6,055 13,737 19,793 3,342

2015-2016f 5,537 4,866 5.26 25,594 1,638 30,574 5,923 6,154 14,306 20,461 4,190

2016-2017f 5,371 4,755 5.17 24,571 1,519 30,280 5,669 6,210 14,846 21,056 3,555

Canola

2014-2015 8,407 8,344 1.97 16,410 77 19,495 9,162 7,360 591 8,011 2,322 489

2015-2016f 8,132 8,083 2.13 17,231 100 19,653 10,200 8,315 137 8,503 950 509

2016-2017f 8,102 7,990 2.13 17,024 100 18,074 9,000 8,000 58 8,109 965 470-510

Flaxseed

2014-2015 641 621 1.41 873 11 975 707 2 141 171 97 513

2015-2016f 664 646 1.46 942 10 1,049 374 0 173 199 476 449

2016-2017f 374 368 1.57 576 10 1,062 600 0 42 62 400 410-450

Soybeans

2014-2015 2,251 2,235 2.71 6,049 331 6,625 3,804 1,787 329 2,342 479 418

2015-2016f 2,190 2,185 2.85 6,235 250 6,964 4,200 1,939 266 2,429 335 440

2016-2017f 2,212 2,191 2.66 5,827 250 6,412 3,900 1,700 277 2,177 335 460-500

Total Oilseeds

2014-2015 11,300 11,200 2.08 23,331 419 27,096 13,674 9,150 1,061 10,524 2,898

2015-2016f 10,986 10,914 2.24 24,409 360 27,666 14,774 10,254 575 11,131 1,761

2016-2017f 10,688 10,548 2.22 23,427 360 25,548 13,500 9,700 377 10,348 1,700

Total Grains and Oilseeds

2014-2015 26,057 25,086 2.98 74,708 2,321 95,428 42,908 18,751 19,155 39,212 13,308

2015-2016f 26,323 25,358 3.06 77,596 2,095 93,000 42,497 20,043 19,027 40,352 10,151

2016-2017f 25,465 24,564 3.20 78,485 1,974 90,610 40,369 19,580 19,441 40,286 9,955

September 1, 2016

---------- thousand ha ---------------------------------------------------------------------- thousand metric tonnes ------------------------------------------------------------

(a) Crop year is August-July, except corn and soybeans, for which the crop year is September-August. 
(b) Imports exclude products. 
(c) Exports include grain products, while excluding oilseed products. 
(d) Food and Industrial Use for soybeans is based on data from the Canadian Oilseed Processors Association. Total number excludes food 
and industrial use for flaxseed due to data confidentiality. 
(e) Total Domestic Use = Food and Industrial Use + Feed Waste & Dockage + Seed Use + Loss in Handling 
(g) Crop year average prices: Wheat (No.1 CWRS, 13.5% protein) and Durum (No.1 CWAD, 13% protein), both are average Saskatchewan 
producer spot prices and are not comparable to CWB pool returns for previous years. Barley (No. 1 feed, cash, I/S Lethbridge), Corn (No.2 CE, 
cash, I/S Chatham),  Oats (US No. 2 Heavy, CBOT nearby futures); Rye (No. 1 CW, cash, I/S Saskatoon); Canola (No. 1 Canada, cash, Track 
Vancouver); Flaxseed (No. 1 CW, cash, I/S Saskatoon); Soybeans (No. 2 CE, cash, I/S Chatham). 
Source: Statistics Canada (STC),  f: forecast by AAFC except for area, yield and production for 2015-16 which is STC and area seeded for 
2016-17 which is also STC.   



CANADA: PULSES AND SPECIAL CROPS SUPPLY AND DISPOSITION

Grain and 

Crop Year 

(a)

Area 

Seeded

Area 

Harvested Yield Production

Imports 

(b)

Total 

Supply

Exports 

(b)

Total 

Domestic 

Use (c)

Carry-out 

Stocks

Stocks-

to-Use 

Ratio

Average Price 

(d)

t/ha % $//t

Dry Peas

2014-2015 1,613 1,588 2.40 3,810 31 4,170 3,091 395 684 20 260

2015-2016f 1,489 1,470 2.18 3,201 17 3,902 2,800 902 200 5 365

2016-2017f 1,729 1,697 2.72 4,611 29 4,840 3,200 740 900 23 300-330

Lentils

2014-2015 1,263 1,217 1.63 1,987 13 2,786 2,179 242 365 15 585

2015-2016f 1,598 1,589 1.49 2,373 16 2,754 2,200 379 175 7 965

2016-2017f 2,363 2,175 1.49 3,234 16 3,425 2,600 350 475 16 700-730

Dry Beans

2014-2015 126 122 2.27 278 85 368 307 26 35 11 830

2015-2016f 108 107 2.31 249 80 364 315 29 20 6 775

2016-2017f 116 113 2.24 255 80 355 310 25 20 6 800-830

Chickpeas

2014-2015 73 70 1.87 131 8 269 80 64 125 87 515

2015-2016f 50 50 1.80 90 14 229 150 64 15 7 815

2016-2017f 68 64 1.79 114 8 137 70 62 5 4 790-820

Mustard Seed

2014-2015 202 195 1.01 198 1 209 126 48 35 20 700

2015-2016f 140 133 0.93 123 2 160 115 40 5 3 985

2016-2017f 212 207 1.21 251 0 256 125 46 85 50 730-760

Canary Seed

2014-2015 111 107 1.17 125 0 185 165 10 10 6 540

2015-2016f 132 128 1.17 149 0 159 145 9 5 3 580

2016-2017f 105 101 1.38 139 0 144 130 9 5 4 540-570

Sunflower Seed

2014-2015 30 29 1.89 55 30 90 34 46 10 13 615

2015-2016f 41 38 1.89 73 20 103 30 48 25 32 550

2016-2017f 28 28 1.95 54 30 109 45 49 15 16 550-580

Total Pulses and Special Crops (c)

2014-2015 3,418 3,329 1.98 6,584 168 8,077 5,982 831 1,264 19

2015-2016f 3,557 3,514 1.78 6,257 149 7,670 5,755 1,470 445 6

2016-2017f 4,623 4,385 1.97 8,657 163 9,265 6,480 1,280 1,505 19

September 1, 2016

---------- thousand ha ---------------------------------------------------------------------- thousand metric tonnes ------------------------------------------------------------

(a) Crop year is August-July. Grains Include pulses (dry peas, lentils, dry beans, chick peas) and special crops (mustard seed, 
canary seed, sunflower seed). 
(b) Imports and exports  exclude products. 
(c) Total Domestic Use = Food and Industrial Use + Feed Waste & Dockage + Seed Use + Loss in Handling. Total domestic use 
is calculated residually. 
(d) Producer price, FOB plant, average over all types, grades and markets. 
Source: Statistics Canada (STC) and industry consultations.  

f: forecast, by AAFC except area, yield and production for 2015-16 which are STC and area seeded for 2016-17 which is STC. 
 


